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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus School Community,

Advent is one of my favorite times of the year—not simply because it leads us to the birth of a baby (though I do
love babies!). I cherish this season because it invites us to pause, reflect, and reorient our hearts toward the
coming of Jesus.

At Mass this weekend, Fr. Mark spoke about the three comings of Christ: His birth into our world as a child, His
return at the end of time, and the often-overlooked coming of Jesus into our own hearts and daily lives. That
third coming is what makes Advent especially meaningful for me. This season helps me pay closer attention to
how Jesus is speaking, guiding, and moving within me each day.

At Holy Name of Jesus School, our Advent season is filled with meaningful opportunities for students to
experience the wonder of our faith and for families to come together as a community to celebrate the gifts
shared by our children. Mark your calendars now! Events vary by grade level, and many details are included in
the pages that follow in this newsletter. I would especially love to welcome you to our School Mass at 8:30 AM
on Thursday, December 18, and our Christmas Pageant at 9:45 AM on Friday, December 19. Families with
children in Early Childhood who plan to attend their presentation at 8:30 AM on December 19 are encouraged
to bring them along afterwards to the church to enjoy the pageant presented by our older students. It is sure to
fill your heart with joy!

Lastly, don’t forget to sign up for our remaining Development Tours this week. I would love for you to join us
for a Discover HNJ Tour and get an exclusive, behind-the-scenes look at our new construction. Your presence
would mean so much to me! Reserve your spot here: https://forms.gle/BhwQoSeAkZL1hA7m6 

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://forms.gle/BhwQoSeAkZL1hA7m6
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Tuesday, December 2
iGiveCatholic Day (see flyer below)
Loyola Sneaux Day (see flyer below)

Thursday, December 4
Christmas Trees Delivered

Friday, December 5
Little Gators, Early Childhood Pictures with Santa

TULANE Spirit Shirt Day (Tulane, HNJ, Green, or Blue tshirt with uniform bottoms) to celebrate
Tulane’s AAC Championship Game

School Mass (K-7  Grade) 8:30 AM, Parents Welcometh

House Meetings

Friday December 5 - Saturday, December 6
Men’s Club Christmas Tree Sale (see flyer below)

Monday, December 8
NO Spirit Shirt - Regular Uniform

School Mass (K-7  Grade) 8:30 AM, Parents Welcome (Feast of the Immaculate Conception)th

Community Dinner (see flyer below)

Wednesday, December 10
Back to the Future Family Field Trip at the Saenger

Thursday, December 11
Choir Performance at Lambeth House, 4:00 PM

Friday, December 12
NO School Mass

Saturday, December 13
Men’s Club Christmas Party

Spirit Shirt
Guidelines

Lunch Menu
2025-2026

School Calendar

Upcoming Important Dates

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=c_c69ea18de272fb165c429e32a14c46a182506157086f104b53494995c89926fe%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
http://hnjschool.org/lunch-menu
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Music Notes
HNJ Middle School Choir Christmas Season Performances:

Our choir is proud to present a full set of Christmas music on Tuesday, December 16th at the Royal
Sonesta. The performance starts at 12:00 sharp and all are invited to come and watch. The

performance is free and open to the public. 

The choir will also perform at the Lambeth House this Christmas season. 

Save the Date!
HNJ Christmas Performances

Friday, December 19

PK3 - Kindergarten
8:30 AM

Rivas Family Auditorium

1 -7  Gradest th

9:45 AM
HNJ Church

Dismissal
Immediately Follows

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.sonesta.com/royal-sonesta/la/new-orleans/royal-sonesta-new-orleans?gclsrc=aw.ds&&utm_id=go_cmp-22624770876_adg-179154312894_ad-732069569649_kwd-26180496_dev-c_ext-_prd-_mca-_sig-EAIaIQobChMIuKfrxaP8kAMVNXJ_AB3oGC_YEAAYASAAEgJxP_D_BwE&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=LOBRMG_PRONOLA_PUBGGL_FUNACQ_CMPSER_AUDBRD_GEOGKCO_KPICPA_LANENXX_FF1LA3949_WEST&utm_term=go_cmp-22624770876_adg-179154312894_ad-732069569649_kwd-26180496_dev-c_ext-_prd-_mca-_sig-EAIaIQobChMIuKfrxaP8kAMVNXJ_AB3oGC_YEAAYASAAEgJxP_D_BwE&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22624770876&gbraid=0AAAAAD3fLXSPtSJKo-lSUg-jF6sGzd3UN&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIuKfrxaP8kAMVNXJ_AB3oGC_YEAAYASAAEgJxP_D_BwE
https://www.sonesta.com/royal-sonesta/la/new-orleans/royal-sonesta-new-orleans?gclsrc=aw.ds&&utm_id=go_cmp-22624770876_adg-179154312894_ad-732069569649_kwd-26180496_dev-c_ext-_prd-_mca-_sig-EAIaIQobChMIuKfrxaP8kAMVNXJ_AB3oGC_YEAAYASAAEgJxP_D_BwE&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=LOBRMG_PRONOLA_PUBGGL_FUNACQ_CMPSER_AUDBRD_GEOGKCO_KPICPA_LANENXX_FF1LA3949_WEST&utm_term=go_cmp-22624770876_adg-179154312894_ad-732069569649_kwd-26180496_dev-c_ext-_prd-_mca-_sig-EAIaIQobChMIuKfrxaP8kAMVNXJ_AB3oGC_YEAAYASAAEgJxP_D_BwE&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22624770876&gbraid=0AAAAAD3fLXSPtSJKo-lSUg-jF6sGzd3UN&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIuKfrxaP8kAMVNXJ_AB3oGC_YEAAYASAAEgJxP_D_BwE
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Absenteeism

There is a clear connection between student attendance and student performance in school. Data shows that
higher attendance equals higher achievement for all students. Talking to your child regarding the importance

of attendance is crucial to his or her success. Chronic Absenteeism (missing more than 10% of days enrolled for
any reason) is the single strongest predictor of academic and social decline in students. Children who miss

school miss out on opportunities to learn, build lasting friendships, and develop the skills and attitudes needed
to become good citizens and valued employees.

HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD?

Let your child know that you think school is important.
Take an interest in your child's school work.
Limit and balance extracurricular activities.
Provide a set time and a quiet, clean area for doing homework.
Post the school calendar and notes on the refrigerator, or another prominent location.
Set a regular bedtime schedule. Age should not be a factor.
Provide your child with plenty of time to get ready for school.
Don't expect your older children to stay home and act as babysitters for younger children.
Set good examples and enforce rules.
Have regular communication with the school. 

        If your child is ill, contact the school and explain 
        the reason for the absence.

Congratulations to 6th Grader Anna Kramer for
earning a role in A Christmas Story: The Musical. 

You can see her perform December 12-27 at the
Beau Rivage casino in Biloxi. 

She has an ensemble role that  over 1000 kids
nationwide auditioned for. Way to go, Anna!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/


https://www.igivecatholic.org/organization/holy-name-of-jesus-school-nola


 
6505 Spanish Fort Blvd., New Orleans, LA 70124 * (504) 866-4910 
info@patgarinphotographer.com * www.patgarinphotographer.com 

S  ANTA PHOTOS
Friday, December 5, 2025

 
Student Name:

GradeLevel/Homeroom: 

 
Digital Image Only
Add Ons:

(emailed) 

(can only be  to package) 

 
(emailed) 

 

Amount Paid:_____________ : ________ 

*Cash * Check (Payable to Pat Garin Photographer LLC)*Venmo 
(@PGPLLC) 

Parent Email Address: 

 
Package 2 …………………………………………….$35.00 

 
Package 1“Santa’s Special Package”……………….$55.00

 

 
Package3…………………………….……………….$25.00 

Package Selected

2-5x7Prints;DigitalImage

2-5x7 Prints; Christmas Photo Ornament; Digital Image

$25.00
$15.00
$15.00 

(emailed)

ADDED
•
•
• 

Christmas Photo Ornament
Wallet Size Key Chain
3 ½ x 5 Magnet 

Little Gators - Kindergarten
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Congratulations, Beta Club!

Congratulations to the Beta Club for participating in the Mount Carmel academic
competition last month. Elizabeth Erspamer earned 3rd place overall in individual general

math and Elizabeth Erspamer and Liam Bustamante placed 4th in team general math.

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/


https://sites.google.com/view/hnjmensclub/shop
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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HOUSE SYSTEM: NOVEMBER CHALLENGES

Click the symbol for each house to find instructions for the house
challenge of the month. We look forward to building community with

the house system this year!

House of Excellence House of Reverence

House of Service House of Truth and Light

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG3GyXBbeM/SCCvsNVz7jMhypvG6p7glQ/view?utm_content=DAG3GyXBbeM&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hbd89a771cc
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGsmEwvzBI/MqaQgVQLOTRTRGh1qfOa7w/view?utm_content=DAGsmEwvzBI&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=haa44ca963e
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGs4jCq0nM/bLDonNlxtxn9SYwAAjQyng/view?utm_content=DAGs4jCq0nM&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h7a496b2c2f
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGstGHXeSU/XbWN6rGzoakRgkELzYkpEw/view?utm_content=DAGstGHXeSU&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hd6833bfae8
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Little Gators is accepting
donations of diapers in
collaboration with the
Junior League of New
Orleans’ Diaper Drive.
Please bring diapers to

donate to the Front Office or
Little Gators Entrance.

Thank you for your support!
Interested in becoming an altar server at

Holy Name of Jesus Church? Any students
who have received First Communion are
encouraged to sign up. We are in need of

altar servers at all weekend masses. 

Please contact Kristy Christiansen at
kristy.christiansen@gmail.com for details.

Altar Servers Needed!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/


To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceGGElhJPnDOzlLbSXzf8Jbbl5LYBR2uO6Jn_D4kMFplvQTQ/viewform
http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin
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